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old claim on Lincoln diocese for some annual services was
suddenly revived, which had been pretermitted for sixty years.
The arrears for all that time were called for and exacted, and
the clergy had to raise among themselves 3,000 marks : hard
measures of this kind perhaps induced Hugo to look closely 5
into further demands.
In 1197, when Richard was in Normandy, a pressing
message came home from him for supplies. A council was
held at Oxford, when Archbishop Hubert, who was chancellor,
required each prelate and great nobleman in the king's name 10
to provide three hundred knights at his own cost to serve in
the war. The Bishop of London supported the primate. The
Bishop of Lincoln followed. Being a stranger, he said, and
ignorant on his arrival of English laws, he had made it his
business to study them. The see of Lincoln, he was aware, 15
was bound to military service, but it was service in England
and not abroad. The demand of the king was against the
liberties which he had sworn to defend, and he would rather
die than betray them.
The Bishop of Salisbury, gathering courage from Hugo's 20
resistance, took the same side.    The council broke up in con-
fusion, and the archbishop .wrote to Eichard to say that he
was unable to raise the required force, and that the Bishop of
Lincoln  was  the cause.    Eichard,   who   with  most  noble
qualities had the temper of a fiend, replied instantly with an 25
order to seize and confiscate the property of the rebellious pre-
lates.    The Bishop of Salisbury was brought upon his knees,
but Hugo, fearless as ever, swore that he would excommuni-
cate any man who dared to execute the king's command;
and as it was known that he would keep his word, the royal 30
officers hesitated to act.    The king wrote a second time more
fiercely, threatening death if they disobeyed, and the bishop,
not wishing to expose them to trouble on his account, deter-
mined to go over and encounter the tempest in person.
At Eouen, on his way to Eoche d'Andeli, where Eichard 35